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resolve, he seized the extraordinary tools
purpose, and deposited in tho east room,Th Independent Democrat,

From Tail's Magazine.
LOVE STRO.NG IN DEATH.

BY EBENEZEft ELLIOTT.
TTIiia nAQin ia JVinn.tpil on a wit- -

and ball into the gun, was made by Cap-
tain Stockton personally. By means of a
tackle fixed to the breach, a motion was

given to the gun similar to that imparted by
a heavy swell, nnd when it reached the

point indicated it was discharged. The
b ill in this eti'e travelled about Iwj miles
before it hit the water, nnd then houinied
several limes. Tho Princeton went down
the river as far as Mt. Vernon. In going
down, the "peace maker" was discharged
three times, and in returning twice.

'On tho fourth fire ihe ball struck on
the land, and its effect was lust sight of by
those on hoard so the party demanded
Another firn. nnd r.'snectfuliv reauestcd

of death, and in nn ins'ant drove tho
blade of thoihisel into his breast!

Tbe hair rose upon Shrvack's hend.
and fright spread, like a sheet of snow 0- -

vcr his face.
'Ki igston! Kingston! my dear fellow

you d d rascal, Kingston! do you want to
havo me hung? Hold on don't you die
till 1 call somebody.

bhrvack ran to the door, and called lika
a madman to some people across the
street.

'Hallo! here! say you Mister! nil you
stupid people! make ha&to over here, or
there'll be a murder!'

The people crowded into Kingston'
houoe.

'Don't cie Kingston! D in't eUtel m
that way ! Don't die till you tell them who
did it.'

'I did it myself,' said Kingston.
There, th.'" -

and Mr. Welles, of Philadelphia, had been
standing on a leeward gun, were not hurt;
but Miss Woodbury, (the beautiful and
accomplished daughter of the Senator from
New Hampshire.) had her whole face

sprinkled with blood, which, however, we
are triad to say, wis not her own.

Si.ch was the loree of the explosion, that
the starhoa-- d nnd larboard bulwarks were
literally shattered, and that part of ihe gun
I described was blown into twenty or'hir-t- y

pieces besides the two principal sec-

tions.

Judge Wilkins was only saved by a wit.

ticHmof his. He had taken his stand by
the side of Gov. Gilmer, but some remarks

f illing from the lips of the latter, and per-

ceiving that the pun was nbut to I e fired,
he exe.Taimed, "Though Seaetary of war,
I don't like this firing, and believe that I

shnl' inn." So saving he retreated, suit-in- g

tho action to the word, nnd was saved

ilpnt himself had taken his po

nessed by a friend of tho author. A boy,
when at the point of death, requested his
moiher that fche would give him something
to keep for her sake.

The brother of two sisters
Drew painfully his breath;

A strange fear had come o'er him,
For love was strong in death.

The fire of fatal fever
Burned darkly on his cheek;

And often to his mother
He spoke or tried to speak.

He said, "The quiet moonlight,
Beneath tho shadowed hill,

Seern'd dreaming of good angels,
While all the woods were stills

where thev will remain until the tunera!.
This we consider n just resppctfor the

and as marking a very kind and

proper concern for the feelings ftlpir be-

reaved families and friends.
We learn that the seamen who were

wounded, (nine in number) were sent
after the explosion took place,

to the naval hospil .l near the nnvy-ynrd-
,

nnd that only one of them is dangerously
(liwugli not mortal y) wounded. The
others were injured but slightly, and are
in a fair way of recovery.

A correspondent of the Philadelphia

Ledgcr,who was one of the guests on board

Iho Princeton, gives the hMlowing purlieu,
lars of the dreadful scene :

To observe the effect of the shot, I had

posted mysell on tl.c nearest hirboard can-nonn-

gun, nnd tho s iilors had erected a

kind of scaffolding lor the Indies to stand
on by the side of me. One or two had
taken their position there, nnd besido me

stood Mr. Secretary Upshur, intent upon

witnessing the whole manoeuvre I

ed him my place, but he declined, saving
he prefened to stand where he was tho

precise spot where an hour afterwards he
was torn to pieces.

Captain Stockton's great gun was ngain
loaded wiih shot, nnd another trial made
of its strength nnd efficiency. The gun
was pointe I to leeward, and behind it stood

Capt. Slo' kton; a little to the left of him
Mr. J. W. Tyson, Assistant P. M. Gen. of

yonrcitv.
By the side of the l itter, a little behind

him, ttwl Mr. Strickland, also of your ci-t-

and a little to the riaht of, but behind

him, Col. Benton who had a lady with

him, and Judge Phelps, Senator from Ver-

mont.
At the leeward of the gun stood Judge

Upshur, Governor Gilmer, nnd n little d

ihem Mr. Maxcv of Maryland. Bv

the side of him stood Mr. Gardner of N.

York, and Commodore Kcnnou of tho Na
vv.

When the gun was fired the wWo phip

rhook, atl-nx- o cloud of smoke enveloped
Iho whole gnup on the forecaslle; but

when this blew nwav, an awful scene pre-sent-

ite!f to the view of the spectator.
Tho lower part of the gun from the

trunnions to the breach wns blown off. Mr.

Upshur was badly cut over the eye nnd in

his Ipits hi clothes were literally torn
from his body he expired in t three

nfVirT'nia. as

r.,mJ mi.tlu twi;i. imnred. He h dev.
idently been struck bv the section of thp

gun before it reached Mr. Upshur
Mr. Sykes, the member from New Jer-se- v,

endeavored to raise him from the

ground but was unable. A tnattiass was

procured, and he was placed on it; before

anv medical assistance could be procured
he was no longer among the living.

Mr. Mnxcv had his arms and one of his

legs cut off, the pieces or flesh hanging to

the mutilated liml s. cold and bloodless, in

He died instant- -a mannertruly frightful.
y.

Mr. fSnrdnnr. of New York, and Com.

Kennon, lingered nbout half an hour; but

they did not seem for a single moment to

be conscious of their fate, nnd expired al-

most The fl'gs of thewithout a groan.
Union were placed over the dead bodies as

their winding sheets.
Behind the gun, the scene, though nt

fust enunHv distressing, was less alarming.
Cnptain Stockton, who wa knocked down,
almost instantly rose to hi' c (" !,nr! ju71!'-e- d

on the wooden carriage to f rvey the

whole effect of the calamity. AN the hair
of his head and face was burnt off: and he

stood calm and undismayed, but silent over

the wreck. I., addition to ihe deatns al-

ready mentioned, about a dozen sailors

were badly wounded: one wa dead, and

behind him Col. Benton. Jude Phelps,
and Mr. St.irkland, as if dea extended

upon Ihe deck. On that side, by a singu-
lar contatenniion of circumstances,
Tyson of Phi'ndclphia, was iho only per-

son who stood his ground, though a Plecj
of the gun weighing about two pounds,

passed through Ins hat about two inches

from his skull, and fallen down by the side

of him.
Tho I idv who had Col. Benton's arm

was actunlly blown into the ringing, but

not hurt. Col. Benton ex' himed, immedi-

ately after he fell, "Lor, I am hurt!" but

he was only stunned. He was carried alt
and placed on a mattrass, where Mrs. Ben-to- n

and his friends administered to him

what aid they could, which, however, he

repenpealedly declined, saying there wis
nothing the matter with him. He tas:ed a

little brandy, and was soon after able lo
walk with some slight assistance, over the

railing of the ship on board the steamboat

that took the company to Washington.
Jndirn Phelns. of Vei m nt, had bis hat

blown or knocked off, and the buttons of
his coat torn, but he was not otherwise in-

jured. Mr. Strickland of Philadelphia wns

not at nil injured, and instar.tly recover-

ed his nnsilion.
Miss Woodburv and Mi's Cooper, who,

in company of Captain Reed i f the Army,
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i From the Gloht..

DISASTER ON THE PRINCETON.

!We stop the press to announce a most

catastrophe which occurred on

board the Princeton steamer this evening
By the bursting1 ne of the great guns,
the Sccretarv of State. Mr. Unshur; ha

Secretary of the Navy, Gov. Gilmer, Com-

modore Kennon, Chief of the Bureau of
Construction of the Navy; Virgil Maxcv,
psn.. and Mr. Gardiner, of Southampton,
New York, were instantly killel; and six

Liilors are reported badly wounded. One

lips since died.
Colonel Renton and Cnptain Stockton

mere slightly injured. The accident hap.
pned about 3 o'clock, some twnortnree

fcii'es below Alexandria. Col. Benton's
Injurv arose not from any fragment of the

un. hut mrelv from the concussion. He
Xno ni h hntt of the enn tnUine its range

nen it firrd. lie wns not sensible ff the
ftunnin? effect until ho hd called for ai l

to the bleedingsnilors. He was stunned
fcr a time, but was enabled to walk after

the shore, and has given a
of ihe dreadful scene. Capt.

flenching was
injured.
hnrned by the powder, hut

Stockton having on successive
Jays extended invitations to visit his ship
lo tho executive and committees of Lon
tress, and then to both hnucs invited the
jadies of the city to an entertainment on
ihis, which wns meant ns the gala-da- y of
lis beautiful ship. It opened btightly,
iut has closed in the most dreadful gloom
jver our community. The only circum-itanc- e

calculated to relieve the n.

nine distress, is, that of the multitude of.

ladies who were on hoard the ship, not one
nas injured. The happy exemption of
inch a multitude of the tender sex, who
ivitnessed the havoc made in the midst of
hem of the most distinguished and belov-i- d

of their countrymen, while it brings
lomesolfve to the circle of their immedi.
He friends, ennnot but deepen the sympa-hie- s

which they, and the whole commnni-y- ,
feel for the bereaved families of those

vho have fallen. Mr. Upshur and Mr.
jilmer were idols ir. the happy family by
hich each was surrounded. The elder

children of Mr. Gilmer are just grown; the

lounger still in the nurse's n'ms. Com.
jKennon, Mr. Maxcv, and Mr. Gardiner are

ui torn Irom family endearments irom
wives and children.

We understand that Mrs. Gilmer was
upon the deck when her husband fell. It

Iwas the third discharge f the gun (and
nre! nt the request ot Mr. Uilmer) tnai
burst it. The daughter of Mr. Upshur, nl

of the family of Com. Kennon, and
the daughters of Mr. Gardiner, were on
board the steamer; but none of them, ex
cept Mrs. Gilmer, were apprized of the
death of those most dear to them, until nf-t- cr

their return to the citv. Almost all the
ladies were below, at dinner, when the
catastrophe occurred. Mrs. Gilmer was
brought to tho city almost in a state of
d s'raction.

There were two hundred ladies on board,
and during the two discharges of the gun,
were on the deck; and many of them

very near to observe the course
of the ball after it struck the water. Presi-den- t

Tvler was there also, but had attend
ed the ladies to dinner before tho third dis

charge.

FURTHER PARTICULARS.
The bodies of the gentlemen who were

killed yesterday on board the Princeton
were brought up this morning in the steam,
boat Joseph Johnson, in the charge of n

committee of army and navy officers and
citizens, of whom Com. Shubrick was
chairman. On reaching the steamboat
wharf in this city, the corpses were each
""posited in a hearse, and a funeral pro
cession was formed, which proceeded to
'ne President's mansion, wherehey were

reived by a committee appointed for the

ihe Ciptain to put in a little more powder
tins time. Uelore tiring lor me nun aim
hist time, tho L'aolaiii said ho should take
the sense ol the company. "All ihose in

favorof another..fire will say, Aye." The
1 ..t Ml. sill, t

air resounded with "Aye:" ".111 moso im-

posed to another fire will say, No." Not a

solitary voice.
"The Ayes have it," said the Cnptain;

"I have the assent of Congress, nnd I' I

go uhead." Probably fifty pound of

powder went into the "peach maker" this

time. As before, the gun was fired

by the Cupiain himself. The ball went.
1. r.ibiblv. tour miles before it struck. It

bounded lifieen times on the ice, in me
cuurseof which it performed a half circle.

One of these cuns, the "ureon, wus
mn mi f;i ttit'Oil ill Encland. The other,
"Peace-- iker," was made in New Yoik,
and is by far the butler piece ol workman

ship of ihe two.
"Tbe Contain to d me that when ho n )

lied to the manufacturer lo do the job, he
Cthe manufacturer declared that it could

. . : ... .
not be done; nnd it was not until iipuin
Sior-lfio- bad nromisod him that he would

pay nil the expense of an attempt out of his
own pocket, that the ninnuiaciurer vvoiuu

consent to make a trial. Before a monih
h id elasped r.i'icr this, however, the

icclng that it was jC'lVctly,
piacticuble, became as great an cu.oisiast
in the matter as iho Captain himself wa,."

Tlia cirnuttwlauatu otHcil wiUl Vl)."

e' p! sion of the gun on bo n d tbe Prince-

ton were investigated by a Committee,
and are thus reported:

"Ti e Committee, nt the request of Cap-- t

iin Sb'Ckton, proceeded t examine s,

as to the causes of the explosion,
and according'y called upon the officers
win se duty was most imme-liutei- cm.
nccteJ with the lending "i the gun, for

such information as they had to give.
"Lieut. Hunt, ordnance oitice in charge

of the gic.it rutin, n present 'bat he load
ed the gun himself, wiih but -- enty five

pounds of powder the usual charge be- -

ing thirty pounds. Over the powder was

placed a single shot, " ith the usual nutn- -

hprnfwads. That the persons nearest
the gun at the time of the explosion were

Capt. Stockt fi, Mr. King, me gunner 01

the ship, nnd himselt.
'Lieutenant Hunt also siaics inni un

. ji.. c.. a ..,:.!,
gun has teen rcpcaieoiv mu
charge of thirty-fiv- e pounds of powder,
and once in New York, with a charge of
forty-nin- e pounds.

"In the statements ot Ldeuicnani nun;,
Mr. King, the gunner of the ship concur'.
Mr. King is n blacksmith by trade, and is

of opinion that the gun wns indifferently
made of iron of an interior quau v.

"The Committee, ns will from the fore-jrnin- g

testimony, ns from their own person-
al nnd examination before nn 1

after the nccident, hive no hesitation in

exonerating Cnptain Stockton nnd every
(.fiber and man under lis command, from

the sligthtcst imputation of richness or

carelessness, and nrc nnantmous.y of opin-

ion that Ihis melancholy event rests upon
cr.'ises over which they could have no ton- -

lrJ'
W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK,

Chairman.
John T. McLaughlin. Secretary.

TRADE WITH TEXAS.

By an order from the Texan government
nil foreign vessels trading upon the Sabine
who may reneivo Texas cotlfrti on hoard,
are compelled 10 pay a tonnage duty of$l
per ton; and a revenue cutter, the Santa
Anna, has been sent to tho mouth of the

river to enforce the order. A battery on
Ihe Texas side of the river is now erecting,
and two long nines have been brought for
its defence. It is intended to bring all

vessels to, that may be bound in or out nnd

enforce the order. Capt. Taylor, of Ihe

U. S. Cultei Vigilant, writes to the New
Orleans collector that if any American ves-

sel shall be seized, he will not only retake
it, but capture tho Texan vessel.-cor- m-

er.
THE WHIG'S PRAYER.

Give me a Bank a paper Bank;
The best machine far saein labor;

For who would toil and sweat himself,
IVUn ihorp'an chanco to sweat Ins

neighbor!
So let us have a bank, my boys,

A fortune thus wc all may win,

Like lil'.ies of the valley live,

Who toil no', neither do they spin.

sition but a few minutes previous, precisely
where Gov. Gilmer was killed; uu lor

some reason or other went att, and was

thus providentially saved
Tbe most heart-rendin- scene however,

was that which f dlowed. The two daugh- -

lers of Mr. Gardiner of New tork, vere
..i i i -- ri l..mnntp(! the deal! ol

notn "n uouiu, nun i.r.t, Kiln Mrs. Gilmer from whom

thev ill vain attempted to keep the dread-

ful news of the death of her husband, pre-

sented truly a spectacle fit to be depcted

by n tragedian. .

There she sat on u- u,
.. . .. , i ,lniih.
dishevelled, pni"
her feelings, and with the dignity oi a wo-i:- n

,.,,.,.0,-imT-. her eves ixed
man -- nur 'i"""
and upturned, without a tear, only thoco --

nors
"Oh cer-

tainly
soHMmg.a little moist.

not!Mr. Gilmer cannot be (knd!

Who would dare to injure nun: --

Lord, mo! Oh Urdhave mercv "P
have mercy on him!1' And then Mill more

apparently culm and seeming to no

tho fmies ten. ing her heart

within, "I beseech ye, cent euicn, to te.l

me where mv husband is?'
and lw,'0h, impossible

can ho be dc'idl impn..!t!:!" . .

Here Mr. Senator Rives of irjrinm,

drew near. .

"Come near, Mr. Rives," she said, n a

s .ft whisper, which resembled Oplnslw 8

mndnes, "tell me where my l.usbana is

is dead now certi.i. v
tell rre whether he
Mr. Rives, this is impossible is noli
Mr Rivps sood speckle's the tenrs tick- -

line down his check. "I tell yvu,..
Ri. es. it is impossible," she almost screv-n-ol- :

and then ngain moderating her vcice,
tell his wife vvbe hrr"Now do. Mr. Riven,

her hosbnnd lives" Here several la.iei

exclaimed, "O God prant that she may he

a! le to cry. It would certinlv relieve her

some. If not she must die of a broken

heart."
The President, Robert Tvler, John Ty-

ler, jr. nnd nianv other officers remained
on board the Princeton when we left.

There were hut Iwo surgeons bonrd

at ihe lime of ihe disaster. Dr. Thonns
and Dr. Hunt the resular physicians of ne
ship. Every attention was shown to tie
wounded.

The following pa rtipulars respecting the

firing and tmrasrement of the immence

guns on board the Princeton, will be red
with increased interest at this time. They
are contained in a letter giving an account
of the excursion which tho Princeton
made, with a large party of visiters, on

the 20ih February, just eight days before
the fatal event of Wednesday cvning.

"A short distance below Alexandria
the Captain gave orders to load the "peace
mai-fr- with powder and ball. This gun
is s'ationed in tho bow of ihe ship, on n

revolving carriage, so that it may be fired
from either side. An ordinary charge of

powder for it, is thirty pounds. It carries
a ball weighing two hundred and twenty-fiv- e

pounds; and such is the precision with

which it may be fired, as asceitained from

npfnnl evoenments. that the Captain will

rrtmrantco lo hit an object the size of a
hoirsheail. in the water nine times in ten,
at a distance of half a mile.

"The cun'boins loaded, tho first thing
is to ascertain the precise distance of the

object to be fired at This is done by-
-

means of an instrument, construciea un-

der trigonometrical principles, the scale
on which indicates the distance at a

glance. The next thins? is to give the gun
the proper elevation. This done by means
of a self acting lock, on an arm of which is

a opnln udiii'h .indic.ites the Drecise eleva- -
- I

tion which is necessary to reach a given
distance with the ban. a spring oh mo
ton ni ihe lock is then brounht u to Ihe

point indicated, the hammer is pulled
hnpt nnd nt the verv noun ot time wnen

by the ship's motion the gun reaches that
noint. and never betore nor auerwarus,
ho fTim U nf itself discharged. The pre

n iso mpnna bv which this is effected, are
known only to the Navy Department and

the inventor; but the fact is indisputa-

ble, and the value of the invention seems

to nic ti be incalculable.
"All the prepiration for firing, wiih the

exception simply of putting the powder


